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ALASKA’S NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH NOW FLIES A  
PC-24 AIR AMBULANCE 

Operated by the North Slope Borough Search and Rescue Department (SAR) 

in the northernmost region of the United States, the PC-24 provides basic 

medical care for 9,800 residents across a territory of 95,000 square miles 

(246,000 square kilometres). Outfitted with tandem LifePort™ AeroSled™ 

stretchers and five passenger seats, it is the fourth PC-24 to be delivered in 

a medevac configuration. 

 

The town of Barrow, Alaska, also known as Utqiaġvik, is located at 71 degrees 

north latitude. The average temperature in mid-January is –14 degrees 

Fahrenheit (–26 degrees Celsius) and the sun does not rise completely above 

the horizon until early February. This region, with its exceptionally harsh 

conditions, will be the new home for the Super Versatile Jet.  

 

Multi-mission capability 

The SAR Department is responsible for delivering basic medical care to all 

North Slope Borough residents. The team performs medevac operations, 

search and rescue and other emergency missions. 

 

In addition to the PC-24, which replaces an older light jet, SAR currently 

operates two helicopters and a fixed wing turboprop aircraft. All are capable of 

day, night, visual or instrument meteorological flight conditions in a medevac 

context. Many flights are operated from snow and ice packed runways with 

paved, dirt, and gravel surfaces – conditions for which the PC-24 was 

specifically designed. 
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Unique characteristics 

April Brooks, Director of North Slope Borough Search and Rescue, explained 

the reasons which motivated the choice of the PC-24: “The PC-24 is a game-

changer when it comes to fast, efficient transport of critical patients across 

vast distances in our extremely harsh environment. Its unique cargo door, 

large cabin and ability to safely operate from short, unpaved runways make it 

ideally suited to our needs.” 

 

At the handover ceremony held at Pilatus’ US subsidiary, Pilatus Business 

Aircraft Ltd in Broomfield, Colorado, North Slope Borough Mayor Harry K. 

Brower Jr. said: “We are delighted we can now offer residents a new level of 

capability to enhance their safety and well -being. In this region, fast, efficient, 

high quality medical care is absolutely essential, and the PC-24 will enable us 

to fulfil every aspect of that commitment.” 

 

Thomas Bosshard, CEO of the Pilatus subsidiary, presented the keys to Mayor 

Brower and commented: “We are proud of the role our PC -24 will play in 

supporting the residents of North Slope Borough and the SAR team in the 

execution of their missions. We are very pleased to see such high demand for 

the PC-24 as a medevac platform, in addition to its popularity as a business 

jet. This is exactly the type of versatility we envisioned when we began 

designing the PC-24 – and now it is a reality.” 

 

High-resolution photos of the North Slope Borough PC-24 can be downloaded 

at www.pilatus-aircraft.com/downloads 

 

Further media information is available from: 

 

www.pilatus-aircraft.com 

 

Founded in 1939, Pilatus Aircraft Ltd is the only Swiss company to develop, produce and sell 

aircraft to customers around the world: from the legendary Pilatus Porter PC-6 to the best-

selling single-engine turboprop in its class, the PC-12, and the PC-21, the training system of 

the future. The latest aircraft is the PC-24 – the world’s first ever business jet for use on 

short unprepared runways. Domiciled in Stans, the company is certified to ISO 14001 in 

recognition of its efforts for the environment. The Pilatus Group includes two independent 

subsidiaries in Broomfield (Colorado, USA) and Adelaide (Australia). With over 2,000 

employees at its headquarters, Pilatus is one of the largest employers in Central Switzerland. 

Pilatus provides training for about 130 apprentices in 13 different professions – job training 

for young people has always been a very high priority at Pilatus. 
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